LONG ISLAND 





Mattituck Presbyterian Church 
From Watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 


(See next page) 








TABLE of CONTENTS 
POACHERS ON GARDINER’S ISLAND 
STATE’S EARLIEST BAPTIST CHURCH 
CHANGING SHORE LINES 
MAY ON THE OUTER BEACH 
THOSE EARLY ‘‘DEVIL WAGONS” 
RESCUE AT FIRE ISLAND BEACH 


Capt. Eugene S. Griffing 
Frances Irvin 

Chester G. Osborne 
Julian Denton Smith 
Kate W. Strong 
Douglas Tuomey 




















JULY 1958 $2.00 a year if paid in Advance; Single Copies 25c VOL. XXI, No. 7 











Louden-Knickerbocker 
Hall 


A Private Sanitarium for 
Nervous and Mental Diseases 
81 Louden Ave. Amityville 

AMityville 4-0053 




















Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








Chrysler - Plymouth 
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Automobile Corp. 
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SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
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An Historic Old Church 


The Mattituck Presbyterian 
Church which recently dedicated a 
new $122,000 edifice for religious 
instruction has a long and inter- 
esting history. Organized June 15, 
1715, its building was erected by 
Nathaniel Warner on land donated 
by Captain James Reeve II. The 
first pastor, Rev. Joseph Lamb, be- 
gan his duties in 1717. 

A larger church was built in 
1830 but by 1853 a still larger one 
was needed and the present place 
of worship was then erected by 
Andrew Gildersleeve. In 1871 the 
wings and a steeple were built and 
a bell provided for the steeple in 
1877. The chapel was added in 1890 
and this was enlarged in 1919. 

Founded seventy-five years after 
the Old First Church at Southold 
(1640), the Mattituck Church is 
still looked upon as one of South- 
old Town’s truly historic institu- 
tions, as it has always played an 
important part in the development 
of that oldest township in the 
State. 

H. P. Horton 


Two Savannahs, Both Wrecked 


Director Frank C. Braynard of 
the Bureau of Information of the 
American Merchant Marine Insti- 
tute has cleared up the confusion 
attending the date and location of 
the long-ago wreck of the Sa- 
vannah. Many conflicting stories 
have been published on the incident 
especially since it was decided to 
name America’s first atomic sur- 
face vessel after the Savannah, the 
first steamship to cross the At- 
lantic. 

This famous ship, Mr. Braynard 
informs the Forum, “went down 
on Great South Beach, Nov. 5, 1821. 
Her master (Holdridge) was saved 
with all her crew and most of her 
300 odd bales of cargo (all cotton).” 

Another ship named Savannah 
“was lost off Babylon the year 
later. Her master (John Coles) and 
crew were all lost. Her cargo was 
also lost, except for some gold and 
items from Capt. Coles’ trunk 
which was washed ashore.” 








Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1086 Islip 














CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 

















AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 














Catering 
for 
All Social Functions 
Conventions Meetings 


Anniversaries, Etc. 


PETERS 


176 Park Ave. Amityville 














Tel. Amityville 4-1350 
Highest Grade 
MEATS 

South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 
At the Triangle Amityville 
AMityville 4-0212 
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MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 
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State’s Earliest “Baptist € hurch 


_ HE Wightman Memorial Bap- 
tist Church of Oyster Bay is 
the oldest Baptist Church in New 
York State, and one of the oldest 
in the United States. Many facts 
about the early church were re- 
corded in 1845 by the Rev. Mar- 
maduke Earle, a remarkable man 
and pastor. 

About the year 1700 William 
anodes collected the first congre- 
gation. The Baptists, like the Quak- 
ers had endured cruel persecutions 
from the Puritans, and took refuge 
in Rhode Island where Roger Wil- 
lians’ government gave complete 
liberty to “men of all faiths and 
no faith.’’ From there a small group 
of Quakers, including probably a 
few Baptists came to Long Island. 
In Oyster Bay a Meeting-House was 
built by Anthony Wright, one of 
the first settlers. 

By the year 1700 the Baptists had 
increased in numbers and the New- 
port church sent William Rhodes 
as their pastor. Services were held 
in homes, or in the Meeting-house 
they shared with the Quakers. 

Rhodes died in 1724. In that 
year the first church was built, on 
land bought from William Wright; 
20 feet square, with 12 foot posts, 
and a pyramidal roof considered 
“a great curiosity; also a “‘vener- 
able door and square windows.” 
There were no hymn books, no 
music, but a leader read out the 
Psalm and set the tunes with a tun- 
ing fork. Members sat on wooden 
benches and might indulge in foot- 
warmers in winter. 


Robert Feeks, son of a Quaker 
preacher, had been assistant to 
Rhodes, and was ordained that year. 
He was much beloved; seven gen- 
erations of his descendants have 
been church members. He worked 
for fifty years without a salary, 
built up the congregation and was 
active in the village. After 21 
years the Rev. Thomas Davis be- 
came Mr. Feeks’ assistant. Their 
views differed; Davis was a hyper- 
Calvinist, preaching that only cer- 
tain elect were to be saved; while 
Mr. Feeks held Arminian views — 
that Christ died to save all men. 

Disputes and even violence en- 
sued among members on the issues 


Frances I rvin 


of Election or Free Will, and Rev. 
Mr. Feeks had to step aside. Then 
Caleb Wright, a brilliant and tact- 
ful man with a calming influence, 
was unanimously elected pastor; but 
he died on the day he was to have 
been ordained, November 1, 1752. 
Dissensions continued, with occa- 
sional preachers for seven years, 
until in 1759 Rev. David Sutton 
restored unity. 

Among active church members 
were Peter Underhill, grandson of 
Captain John Underhill, and Mrs. 
John Townsend, his mother-in-law, 
a teacher and very able woman. 
Many members now became affect- 
ed by the New Light movement, 
which stemmed from Jonathan Ed- 
wards’ revival preaching. In his 
history of the church the Rev. 
Charles S$. Wightman states that 
one of the New Light tenets was 
that “unrestrained freedom in speak- 
ing was the right of every member 
in time of worship’ — it was a 
duty to follow the leads of Spirit 
— the outcome of this claim being 
the “wildest disorder and tumult.” 

Twenty members drew up rules 
for order which permitted speech 





at some proper place in the ser- 
vice. But Madame Townsend re- 
belled, shrieked “Babylon,” and 
fled the church followed by many 
shouting members. The group 
erected a building and their com- 
munity flourished under Peter Un- 
derhill until the Revolutionary War, 
when their building was comman- 
deered and members became scat- 
tered, men joining the army, and 
many siding with the British. 

Meanwhile the older congrega- 
tion dwindled until in 1788 only 
nine members remained, with Rev. 
Benjamin Coles as pastor. 

The following year Peter Under- 
hill returned to the mother church 
as co-pastor in harmony with Coles. 
Services were held in homes of 
members, who by 1795 numbered 
forty-eight. 

In 1801 the new Oyster Bay 
Academy was opened, and the Rev. 
Marmaduke Earle, a Stamford pas- 
tor, was elected its first Principal. 
Coles and Underhill, now both 
aged, were ready to retire, and he 
accepted the pastorate of the Bap- 
tist church. A man of rare ability, 
he became a strong influence in the 
village. 

In 1805 a religious revival began, 
- —-— oe 


| 


” 


Second Church Building, Erected in 1704, Now Used as Chapel 
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continuing for over four years. The 
Rev. Mr. Wightman’s History had 
described the scenes at Ship Point, 
traditional baptismal grounds, at all 
seasons of the year — spring, sum- 
mer or winter, when often as many 
as eight candidates “old or young, 





Oldtime Church Footstove 


male or female, would follow the 
stately form of the pastor as he led 
them down into the liquid graves 
with the expressive motto, ‘Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay.’”’ 

Awed multitudes from the coun- 
try around and even from across 
the Sound would witness the spec- 
tacle. In winter Miss Wortman of 
the homestead at the Point ‘had a 
farm spare room and a cup of warm 
tea ready for the refreshment of 
the candidiates.”’ 

In 1807 the old church building 
was moved away and a new build- 
ing erected. This is now used for 
the Sunday School and for special 
services. During Marmaduke Earle’s 
long and remarkable pastorate-—55 
years — there was strict discipline 





Oldtime Church Benches 


of members, their moral and spirit- 
ual conduct was supervised. Some 
pleas of repentance met with for- 
giveness; but parties and dancing, 
or mingling with unbelievers were 
unforgiveable offences. 

William S. Mount when painting 

Continued on page 132 
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128 West Main Street 


Member Federal! Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Bank and Borrow 


AT 


THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


AND TRUST COMPANY 
°" BAY SHORE 
OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 6:30 TO 8 
Bay Shore, N. Y. 


Member Federal! Reserve System 














Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 
Cougar S2F Sub Killer | 
and the Albatross 


Liger 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 
Vice President 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc. 


426 East 110th Street Cedar Swamp Road 


New York City Brookville, L. I. 
LEhigh 4-2076 BRookville 5-0020 




















Bayside Federal Savings 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK 


FI 7-7800 BA 9-2700 HO 8-7800 
3i% se 
Current 07/0 Dividend 


Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 


Federal Home Loan Bank System 
MEMBER: Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp. 
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(“ hanging Shore [ines 


ONG Island's southern shore 

has changed greatly since the 
days when the white men made 
their first purchases of land from 
the Indian proprietors. The extent 
of the change can perhaps be better 
understood if some historical facts 
are pointed out at once: Fire Island 
Inlet has moved about six miles 
from its position in 1694, some 
parts of Great South Bay were once 
fresh water area, others were marsh- 
es, and still others, forested land. 

In 1694, Colonel William ‘“Tan- 
gier’ Smith, Lord of the Manor of 
St. George, tabulated the results of 
a survey in his account book: ‘My 
Beach as Meshured by ye Ser- 
veigher’, he wrote, and he indi- 
cated some interesting place names: 

“From ye West gut to higbys 
house 4 miles from thence to Pike 
of tenerse, 21/4.” 

His handwriting is illegible on 
the last word quoted there, so what 
it really means is anyone's guess; 
“West gut” was Fire Island Inlet. 
Smith wrote on: 


“to the Ship (miles) 11/4 
to the Longe Cove 33/8 
to Richd Smiths Stage 31/4 
to Seabomucke 2 3/8 
to Patersquash Island 13/4 
to the ould Stages 2 
to bluff poynt 1 3/8 
to south ould mans house 1 5/8 
to the gut from 
thence to Cupswage 1 3/8 
241/4” 


Upon seeing the document, the 
Town Historian of Brookhaven 
Town, Mr. Osborn Shaw, observed 
that because Cupswage (now Cup- 
sogue) is at the Brookhaven-South- 
ampton town line on the beach, the 
“West gut’” was 2414 miles away, 
and is now some 30 miles. 

Some startling facts emerge from 
testimony in the Jackson-Woodhull 
law case which we quoted once be- 
fore, in writing of Billy Nicoll and 
the Chain. In that case of the 
1830's, many oldtime residents were 
summoned to describe the bays, 
beach and land as they and their 
forefathers recalled it. One witness, 
Jedediah Williamson of Islip testi- 
fied that he knew an Indian squaw 
in that place, one Hannah Jeltro, 


Chester G. Osborne 


said to be a hundred years old. 
The squaw, Jedediah claimed, had 
said that people use to cross the 
bay by land through swamps; other 
witnesses said that when the ocean 
broke through the beach where Fire 
Island now is, it killed the timber 
standing on the land which the bay 
now covers. 

Jacob Hawkins, acquainted with 
the Patchogue-Smith’s Point area, 
said that the beach “there was in 
some places fifty rods wide, there 
were swamps and good timber, and 
hills forty feet high on the beach 

he has seen signs of old 
stumps and logs under water in the 
bay, standing upright fast to the 
bottom.” 

Hawkins continued that he had 
mowed around stumps higher than 
his head as he stood in salt meadows 
on the north side of the bay. He 
had heard that the bay was for- 
merly a swamp and fresh water, and 
cited a squaw named ‘Old Eunice” 
who recalled drinking the water in 
Great South Bay when she was a 
girl. 

Other inlets once existed east of 








Fire Island Inlet. Hawkins knew 
of two which had come and gone 
before the 1830's. Nathan Post 
described a channel called ‘‘Hall- 
ett’s inlet’ as being from twenty 
to forty rods wide, opened before 
1795 and closed before 1833. Ni- 
coll Floyd, who had been Suffolk 
County Treasurer and a surrogate 
for thirty years, said that in 1773 
there were seven inlets east of Fire 
Island Inlet; these were from a 
quarter to half a mile wide, and 
were located off Smith’s Point, 
Moriches, Fire Place, and Mastic. 
The inlet at Smith’s Point is 
shown on maps still in existence; 
though it has long since disappear- 
ed, the site is still locally known 
as “Old Inlet’. We can fix its 
opening as sometime before i763, 
when a newspaper reported on 
August 8 that “The sloop South- 
aven, Jeremiah Terry, Master, 
founded so suddenly by the starting 
of a plank the day after sailing 
as to scarcely give time for those 
on board to jump into a longboat, 
which was fortunately loose on deck 
and floated off as the sloop went 
under water. Mr. Terry was the 
first to discover the channel from 





a 


South Shore Showing Sod Long Submerged 


125 





LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Southaven to Ocean.” 


The Smith’s Point inlet was some 
eighty rods wide, according to 
Nathan Post, and it was a “‘swift 
inlet, through which the sea would 
roll into the Bay, and make it quite 
rough.” He estimated the time of 
its closing as 1823. The dates would 
tend to support the tradition that 
the British used this inlet when they 
came to anchor off Fort St. George 
during the Revolutionary War. 


The witnesses also recalled that 
the British transported troops from 
Shinnecock to Great South Bay, and 
that there was “considerable com- 
munication’’ between what they 
called ‘“Skinnecock’’ and the Mor- 
iches area. 

But from a situation of forest 
and fresh water areas, to the other 
extreme of seven inlets, the barrier 
beach had changed still again in 
1833. Then there were no inlets 
between “Quagg” and Fire Island 
Inlet! At Quogue, the beach nearly 
joined the mainland. Richard W. 
Smith of Coram said that the beach 
was separated from the mainland 
only by a “small run” crossed by a 
bridge. At Rockaway, the ocean 
came to the mainland; the bay from 
Patchogue to New York was navi- 
gable through a narrow, shallow, 
crooked channel. In the Smith 
family at Coram, tradition was that 
a man could once ride from land 
to the barrier beach “‘on horseback 
without getting his feet wet.’ Also 
at ‘‘Quagg’, another witness said 
that in 1790 he could cross through 
salt meadow there, and go either 
in teams of horses or on foot. 


The changing shoreline is still 
very much in the news, and if his- 
tory is any guide, it always will be, 
with arguments pro and con the 
question of stabilizing the immense 
barrier beach. 


Forum readers who have indicat- 
ed a willingness to join the ‘Clam- 
diggers” fraternity may prefer to 
let the arguments go by, and talk 
of the days when fresh-water fish 
were plentiful in the scores of 
streams which empty into the bays. 


Does anyone recall fishing for 
carp? 


Historic Southampton 


The Southampton Historical So- 
ciety Museum on Meeting House 
Lane opened for the season on June 
12 with an_ exhibition of local 
Americana that will continue un- 
til September 20, weekdays 11 to 5 
and Sundays 2 to 5. The exhibits 
will include Indian relics, house- 
holdware and _ furnishings, cos- 
tumes, maps, records, farm imple- 
ments, whaleship logs, crewlists, a 
one-room schoolhouse and a Revo- 
lutionary barn with country store. 
Admission 50c for adults; 25c for 
children. 

The Society has also opened The 
Hollyhocks on South Main Street. 
This ancient home of the Halsey 
family contains an_ exhibit of 
hooked rugs, old quilts, etc. 


“Shrine to Religious Freedom” 


More and more Long Islanders 
are visiting The Bowne House, 
Bowne street and Fox lane, Flush- 
ing (just off Northern boulevard) 
on its open days—Sundays, Tues- 














Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 





400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 


i}—Recreation Program 
{s]—Rehabilitation Facilities 
— Post-Hospital Care 
{]—Post-Hospital C 


AMityville 4-0222 
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days and Saturdays from 3 to 5. 
This picturesque homestead, built 
by Quaker Jchn Bowne in 1661 and 
used for several decades thereafter 
as a meeting house, is operated by 
The Bowne House Historical So- 
ciety of which Justice Charles S. 
Colden is fresident. 








TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For_Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 
INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time. 
Active Free Placement Bureau. 
Send for Cirenlar For Phone CO. 5-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 


Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 








Distinctive Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 


Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 3() YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE POINT rt faundry 


EMerson 3-6000 











Blue Ribbon 


USED CARS 


Packard Sales and Service 
SCHARD MOTORS 


Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 
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eWay On the Outer “Beach 


NOTHER invitation came to 

spend a weekend on Fire Is- 
land at The Pines. It was for the 
middle weekend of May, right at 
the height of ali the growing ex- 
citement — nature’s big flower 
show. I packed up and went. 

While waiting for the ferry at 
Sayville, I became conscious of the 
hollow, outdoor tingling of a piano 
close at hand. I located the piano 
in one of the storehouses. A wom- 
an stood before it banging out a 
bit of ragtime. The instrument was 
en route to a summer cottage over 
on the beach. I wondered in what 
condition it would arrive for the 
piano would have to be rolled and 
lifted aboard the ferryboat, perhaps 
take a beating on the water, then 
have to be rolled and lifted off the 
boat and on to the beach wharf. 

I could then picture the piano 
riding from pier to cottage over 
rough, irregular and bumpy board- 
walk. No matter how elaborate 
the dolly, the roadway would cer- 
tainly take a heavy toll. The damp- 
ness and salt of the beach air sug- 
gest constant attention to keep the 
instrument in shape, or a reasonable 
facsimile. 

In the somewhat similar climatic 
conditions of Guatemala pianos had 
no strings; strips of metal of vary- 
ing width, length and_ thickness 
were substituted. The resulting tone 
was not too jangling altho decidedly 
lacking in volume and depth. It is 
possible that the Guatemala piano 
might do very well in Fire Island 
beach cottages. 

Before my ferry had tied up at 
The Pines it became very evident 
that all greens are not the same. 
No two trees showed the same 
color, bushes differed in shade and 
grasses presented a wide variety of 
greens. All these hues will tend 
to become one common work-a-day 
green as the season advances and 
the leaves settle down to being a 
vast department in the factory of 
the plant, but right now they are 
exceedingly interesting in their in- 
finite variety. 

I do not believe I ever saw so 
much variation in huckleberry blos- 
soms. They were white, cream and 


Julian Denton Smith 


pink with every in-between shade 
imaginable. The shapes and sizes 
of the flowers, too, differed con- 
siderably all the way from the size 
of a grapenut to that of a castor- 
oil bean. I did not see any insects 
at work among the flowers; I had 
expected’ millions to be on hand. 

I wonder what figure the books 
give for the height of huckleber- 
ries? I saw them all the way from 
less than a foot high to those over 
fifteen feet in marshy, shaded lo- 
cations. 

A very few of last season’s red 
holly berries appeared occasionally. 
This year’s holly flowers had al- 
ready come and gone but the new 
berries were not yet in sight. The 
hollys are without disease and pests 
on Fire Island while at home 
(Wantagh) my trees are completely 
defoliated due to the activity of 
the leaf miner. 

Poison ivy adds the red to the 
landscape. The leaves are unfold- 
ing and softly opening. They are 
in pinks and reds and very shiny. 
The texture seems like butterfly 
wings and tempts me to touch and 
feel. It is a case of “yield not to 
temptation’’ — in the words of the 
old hymn — for ivy, of all things, 
is no friend of mine. 


The yellow of fall goldenrod is 
replaced by sassafras in the spring. 
Everywhere the buds of sassafras 
are golden clusters of blossoms 
surrounding the knob of closely 
packed leaves about the size of 
Christmas tree bulbs. This golden 
yellow appears nowhere else in the 
landscape and is especially outstand- 
ing against the green of pine trees. 

In a week or two the pines will 
be adding yellow when the male 
flowers open to discharge clouds 
of pollen. The male flowers are a 
sulphur yellow rather than the gold- 
en yellow of the sassafras. The 
very new cones on the pines are 
about thimble size and an exact 
pocket edition of the mature model. 

Clumps of golden rod provide 
an ever present reminder of the 
rapid advance of seasons. Altho 
the beach goldenrod does not come 
into flower until the fall, it is 
already high and thick and begin- 
ning to assume its squatty, spread- 
ing habit of growth. It is a long 
time growing. The first leaves 
come thru the sand in March and 
it is still green in October and 
sometimes in early November. 

The beach heather will add an- 
other yellow in a few weeks. Right 
now the mounds are blue green 
with new growth looking like a 

Continued on page 135 





Long Island Dogwood, as Photographed by Edwin Way Teale 
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Coats-of-arms on Display 


Early Long Island families with 
their Old World Dutch and British 
background brought to America 
many remnants of the ancient art 
and science of Heraldry. The 
shields and arms of the medieval 
knights had long been obsolete, 
but the figures and devices em- 
blazoned upon them persisted in 
seals and insignia proudly preserv- 
ed even by the most democratic 
settlers in the New World. 


Most of the terms used in Her- 
aldry are in old French or debased 
Latin. Although originating in 
warfare, coats-of-arms early be- 
came recognized as marks of dis- 
tinction and honor. They were 
eagerly sought for by all classes 
in the upper ranks of society. 
Bishops and other High Church 
dignitaries, though presumed to be 
men of peace, became especially 
concerned with Heraldry. Coats- 
of-arms were granted by the su- 
preme power of the land as a re- 
ward of merit, and as such were 
duly prized and preserved genera- 
tion after generation. 

One of the projects of the Suf- 
folk County Historical Society at 
Riverhead has been to collect and 
copy for a permanent record the 
coats-of-arms of prominent fami- 
lies in the history of eastern Long 
Island. Some thirty of these are 
now on display, including the fol- 
lowing families: Bartlett, Barton, 
Beekman, Clinton, Cook, Corwin, 
Durant, Fanning, Foster, Gardiner, 
Gregory, Hallock, Halsey, Herrick, 
Hewlett, Huntting, Jones, Miller, 
Pelletreau, Pierson, Putnam, Ray, 








Suffolk Museum and 
Carriage House at 
Stony Brook 
Open 10 to 5:30 
Wednesdays thru Sundays 








Island’s Largest Display 

Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has _ the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling Historic Long Island in 
Pictures, Prose and Poetry at list 
price exclusively in that territory. 

—Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 














Reeves, Schlegel, Shirley, Terry, 
Tuttle, Woodhull, Wells, etc. 

The Museum at Riverhead, would 
welcome information of other 
names that ought to be included in 
the collection. Coats-of-arms that 
are loaned will with permission be 
promptly copied and returned to 
the owner. 

Ralph Fanning 
(For the Society) 
Riverhead 


The Old Edwards House 


Sayville’s old Edwards house, 
headquarters of the Sayville His- 
torical Society, is open Wednes- 
days and Saturdays 2 to 5 through- 
out the summer. It contains very 
interesting exhibits. 


Our family—especially the boys— 
like Douglas Tuomey’s tales of Fire 
Island that appear from time to 
time in the Forum. The boys and 
some of their pals are talking of 
an expedition there this coming 
summer to dig for pirate treasure. 
Oscar P. Flemming Great Neck. 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 








Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 
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Ira J. Friedman 


215 Main Street 


Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S Colden, Presidem 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N.Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to6 P.M 








Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Phone CHapel 9-2000 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3i% Per Annum 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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“Rescue at Sire Island ®Beach 


A LIHOUGH crashing seas and 
howling gale furnished the 
background for most of the rescue 
operations along Fire Island beach, 
the surfmen of the lifesaving sta- 
tions had many occasions when they 
were called into sudden and un- 
expected activity. Greenhorn sail- 
ors with more ambition than ex- 
perience,, were constantly having 
small boats capsized in Great South 
Bay or along the ocean front, and 
many a bather, unfamiliar with the 
deadly undertow found himself 
swept out beyond his depth and 
was lucky if a companion or on- 
looker was at hand to summon 
help from the nearest station. Little 
more than fifty years ago such an 
event took place directly offshore 
from the old Point O' Woods 
Life Saving Station. The details 
were related to the writer by Cap- 
tain Edward Baker, son of Captain 
Charles Baker, then skipper of that 
installation. 


On a sunny afternoon in early 
autumn, 1904, the crew of the sta- 
tion, having just recently reported 
for duty, were lounging in the sun 
along the side of the building, 
speculating upon what the ap- 
proaching winter was to bring forth 
and occasionally shading their eyes 
to look at a yacht headed east 
along the coast. It was late in the 
year for such a craft to be beating 
up the coast, and one of the men 
remarked that the helmsman was 
not much of a sailor as he seemed 
to be having trouble keeping the 
mainsail full. 


At this, all conversation ceased, 
and the entire crew got to their 
feet and watched intently. An- 
other man remarked that the yacht 
seemed well down in the water, 
plunging sluggishly as though 
waterlogged. Suddenly, and to their 
utter amazement, the boat changed 
course and headed inshore. She 
came over the outer bar without 
mishap and hove to about five 
hundred feet outside the breakers. 
Knowing what was about to hap- 


pen, the surfmen rushed to the 
water's edge and waved and 
shouted for the craft to come 


around and head off. Either the 


Douglas Tuomey 


warning was disregarded or the 
four men on the yacht failed to 
hear it. 

There was a good swell on and 
the breakers were heavy, but as 
any experienced person knows the 
surf never looks as bad from off- 
shore when one sees only the back 
of the waves and not the breaking 
front as seen from shore. 

Now, and to further complicate 
matters, the surfmen saw the four 
men lift a cockleshell of a rowboat 
off the cabin roof and drop it 
alongside the yacht, obviously with 
the intention of coming ashore 
through the breakers. Renewed 
shouts and waving from the life- 
saving crew produced no results, 
and they saw one man drop into 
the small boat, set the oars in the 
locks and start rowing for shore. 

Captain Baker shouted for his 
men to get out the small dory 
which was always on hand for just 
such an inshore operation, then 
ran into the water thigh-high and 
waited for what he knew would 
happen within the next few sec- 
onds. He was right in his judg- 
ment, for the man in the boat was 


Captain Ed Baker and Men in Action 


now in the middle of the breakers 
just as they started to comb over, 
and seeing the size of them, he 
made the fatal mistake of trying 
to turn about. In a split second 
the boat was turned over and came 
tumbling in through the surf like 
a barrel. The man disappeared 
in the smother of foam. 

Baker and two of his men grasp- 
ed the boat as she came in and 
held her against the backwash, 
while three others stood by the 
dory watching for the man’s head 
or some sign to guide them in 
reaching him. There was not a 
trace of him in the boiling surf, 
but as the undertow  slackened 
Baker and his men heaved the row- 
boat over and righted her. There, 
wedged under the seats was the 
amateur seaman. All of this prob- 
ably took five minutes. 

The man was brought up on the 
beach, his lungs drained of water, 
hotwater bags were packed around 
him, and for two hours the crew 
labored over him, turn and turn 
about. At the end of that time 
the man coughed and then gasped. 
Soon his groans told them that he 
was returning to consciousness. 


Continued on page 137 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 





DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Poachers on Gardiners Island 


I was the youngest member of 
the fishing smack Helen, the year 
before the Block Island Sound 
broke through into Gardiners Bay, 
about one mile S. E. of the light- 
house. I do not remember the old 
fishhouse of which Ezra H. Young 
speaks in his letter to the Forum 
(April). 

The Helen was owned by Captain 
Clinton Rackett and his brother, 
Grant Rackett. They set six fish 
traps in Bostwicks Bay, Gardiners 
Island; also one was located on the 
westerly side of Gardiners Point, 
half way from the island to the 
lighthouse. Alvah Brooks of Orient 
set traps in this vicinity several 
years later. 

Captain Rackett was one of the 
most considerate men I ever sailed 
with. His one effort was to make 
hard work easy. 

The first trip of the season, in 
the early part of April, was of 
two weeks’ duration, spent in paint- 
ing and reeving the pulley lines in 
the oak stakes. They were then 
pushed down the beach over wood- 
en rollers into the water, and float- 
ed off shore to the desired loca- 
tion, hoisted up to a perpendicular 
position, and driven into the bot- 
tom of the bay by a hand-operated 
pile-driver. The length of these 
stakes was twenty to forty feet, 
depending upon the depth of water, 
the leader stakes being much short- 
er as they neared the shore line. 

The Gardiners Point trap site 
was later given up, after the sea 
had broken a sluiceway through 
the beach. The lighthouse was cut 
off from the island, so that it was 
considered unsafe as a residence 
for the keeper and his crew, and 
it was abandoned. A light buoy 
was put in offshore in its place. 

The strong currents and winter 
storms soon cut through a much 
wider and deeper passageway, and 
then fishing vessels could pass 
through, thus saving several miles 
on their trips from Montauk to 
Gardiners Bay, Orient Harbor and 
Peconic Bay. 

Captain Clinton Rackett, with his 
family, lived in their cottage lo- 
cated on a high hill. There was 
a large saltwater pond to the south 
of the cottage weil stocked with 
fish, clams and eels. 

There was a good supply of clear, 
cold spring water just at the foot 
of the hill. When the flood tide 
was about halfway up, the spring 
filled with saltwater; as the tide 


Continued on next page 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Shone: Watg Tree oe 





Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 
Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 

FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 











Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
‘Yel. Midland 7755 








Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 


M. O. HOWELL 
Real! Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 











Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 


INSURANCE 


Francis B. Garvey Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 























Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 





Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Saies - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 








East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 


Complete Insurance Service 
Jericho Road 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


* BENT. WEST 








Real Estate -Insurance 
EAST /ETAUKET 
Long Island, New York 

* 1.101 Setauket J 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0876 




















receded the spring soon cleared it- 
self of the saltwater and became 
fresh and pure again. 

John Lyon Gardiner gave Cap- 
tain Rackett free rental for his 
cottages, and beach rights for land- 
ing his fishing nets anywhere he 
chose. In return for his generosity 
Captain Rackett agreed to police 
the beach and the pond from 
poachers, who argued that Mr. 
Gardiner could not control salt- 
water ponds where the tides flow 
in and out freely every day. 

On one occasion when the Cap- 
tain was alone with his family, an 
elderly man from Connecticut an- 
chored his sailboat in the harbor 
just at sunset. He rowed his small 
sharpie into the mouth of the creek 
where Captain Rackett was wait- 
ing for the stranger, as there was 
every evidence he was after eels 
or clams. When asked if this was 
his intention, he replied, “Yes.” 

The Captain told him, “Mr. Gard- 
iner expects me to warn all poach- 
ers to keep off his property, and 
tell them that fishing of any sort 
on inland waters is not permitted.” 
The old fellow just laughed. Said 
he, “La, man alive, Mr. Gardiner 
nor any other man can’t keep me 
out of a pond where the tide runs 
in and out.” Captain Rackett said, 
“I am warning you to get out and 
go back to Connecticut in your lit- 
tle sailboat. In the morning I shall 
notify Mr. Gardiner and he will 
have to put you under arrest.” 

In the early morning as the row- 
boat passed out through the creek 
to the bay it was noticably clear 
that the old man had done very 
well fire-lighting for eels all 
through the night. In fact, the 
boat could not carry one more eel. 
He hoisted his sail and was soon 
out of sight. 

This incident happened a few 
years later than the time of my 
story. I insert it here to show 
you how friendly Mr. Gardiner was 
with the East Marion fishermen. 

Mr. Young also spoke of the 
blackberries on the Island. Cap- 
tain Rackett brought home with 
him in the fall of the year at 
least three hundred quart jars of 
the finest blackberries I have ever 
seen; superior to any cultivated 
ones I ever ate. He took great 
delight in giving a jar now and 
then to a neighbor. The Griffings 
lived just three houses to the west, 
so we had blackberry pie in the 
middle of the winter. 

Bostwick Harbor, with the sur- 
rounding scenery, and the great 


Continued next page 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 


BULKLEY ¢ [[ORTON (0. 
CEST. IRT7O ) QREALTORS 
C7 OFF CES) 

“Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization’ 

90-34 — 161st St. Jamaica 32 


Tel. JA 6-5400 




















**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 
Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 
Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0846 
BEllport 7-0604 STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 














Che 
Suffolk Group 


Incorporated 
*“CLINIC FOR 
ALL PHASES OF 
FAMILY FINANCES” 
The Old Mill Farm 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 
Tel. AMityville 4-6868 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





Continued From Page 124 


portraits at the home of Benjamin 
Underhill was impressed by seeing 
Mr. Earle in church, and made from 
memory a sketch of his head which 
is said to have been an excellent 
likeness. As Earle aged he had 
various assistants. He died in 1856, 
eminent and beloved. He was bur- 
ied near Caleb Wright, Peter Un- 
derhill and Madame Townsend in 
the cemetery near the church. 
Different pastors were in charge 
during the next ten years. In 1868 
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the Rev. Charles S. Wightman was 
ordained and served for 55 years 
as pastor, and eleven years as pastor 
emeritus, a record of 66 years, al- 
most unsurpassed, with a salary that 
never exceeded $600 a year. His 
kindly spirit made him universally 
beloved and helped to break down 
sectarian prejudice. He occupied 
the parsonage on South street which 
had also been Mr. Earle’s home. 
He was a familiar figure in the 
village. 

In 1908 the present church was 


Present Church, Erected 1908 
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built, and a fine organ given by 
Mrs. Daniel Vail. Mr. Wightman 
contributed $2,500 toward the 
building, and at his death in 1934 
bequeathed to the church his home 
and property on South street. 
The Rev. Charles Francis McKoy 
became pastor in 1935, with at- 
tendance constantly increasing. A 
year later by vote the church was 
named the Wightman Memorial 
Baptist Church, and the older build- 


Continued on Page 136 
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saltpond with the woods as a back- 
ground, made this the most beau- 
tiful spot on the Gardiners Island 
of those early days. 

What is now called the “Ruins” 
is the remains of the Fort, and 
not the lighthouse. 

Captain Eugene S. Griffing 








Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 
208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 
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Alert, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 


Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 199% 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 
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EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 
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“Ohose Early “Devil “Wagons” 


[N these days, with the roads Kate W. Strong pretty terrible roads in some places. 
so full of cars and horses sel- = Then, one summer, a man came 


dom seen, it seems strange that it wife once made the trip to Florida to Old Field with a white car which 
wasn’t so many years ago that the in it over what must have been as _ particularly objectionable to 
appearance of a car was an unusual 
event. Cars came first to the south 
side of the Island because there 
were no grades there. I remember 
once something very noisy passed 
us on the way to Port Jefferson, 
and a friend from Moriches visit- 
ing us exclaimed: ‘That's one of 
those devil wagons.” 

The first one in this vicinity was 
a White Steamer owned by Coe 
Smith of Smithtown. It was a little 
black runabout, but most of the 
horses were afraid of it. He dreaded 
scaring horses. If possible, he would 
turn in someone's yard if he saw 
a nervous horse coming. If he 
couldn't make it he stopped the 
engine and helped to get the horse 
by. It must have been a most de- 
pendable little car as he and his A 1905 Acme 











THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. PARK 7-3600 
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horses. There was a law (perhaps it 
is still on the books) that if you held 
up your hand, the motorist had to 
stop. He stopped but did not turn 
off his motor (I imagine it was too 
hard to get it started) and we 
thought that was very ungentleman- 
ly. I met him once and he got 
out and lead my horse by. As he 
had only one good arm — the other 
was withered — it was a pretty 
difficult job. 


Fleischman’s Yeast once deliver- 
ed out this way in a red car shaped 
like a torpedo. The driver was 
much disgusted at the abomin- 
able behavior of horses in this part 
of the world. Some car owners in 
those days had strange ideas about 
cars. I know one family with a 
car built to hold four, who did not 
feel right if they were going any 
distance to take more than three, 
for fear of overloading the machine. 

I fairly hated even pictures of 
cars in the magazines because they 
scared my horses and I vowed I 
would never ride in one. I got 
over that, however. My first ride 
was in a four passenger red Reo 
belonging to a cousin. We went 
over to St. James for a clambake. 
Coming home, as we came around 
the corner where now stands the 
Carriage Museum, the rear axle 
broke in two and we had to send 
for a horse. 

My second ride was with a cousin 
who was going to Hewlett and did 
not want to take the long ride 
alone. His mother had just given 
him a present of a windshield (not 
standard equipment in those days). 
He hated it, for he felt it slowed 
down the speed of the car, but, 
however, he drove with it open and 
felt it did not interfere so much. 
Of course the top was down. 

When we reached Jericho Turn- 
pike, he said, “Now, I want to 














Who Can Name It? 


show you what it can do’, and let 
it out to 60. I felt that everything 
I had on, and myself included, 
would go out of the car before he 
slowed down. Coming back it rain- 
ed so we had to have the top up, 
which I found more comfortable, 
and that also slowed us down. 

My father’s first car was a Hols- 
man buggy. It had solid tires, be- 
cause father vowed he wouldn't 
have the tire trouble most people 
had. It did not have tire trouble 
but it had everything else wrong 
with it that one could possibly 
think of. They never went out in 
it but what I expected they would 
telephone for a horse to bring them 
home. 

Once, getting into it in front of 
the post office, when my brother 
started it the car came up in the 
middle like a bucking horse. How- 
ever, it decided to settle down and 
take us on our way that time. 

Father finally shipped it back to 
the factory. The company later 
sold it, but went into receivership 
so soon after, father did not get 
anything for it. His next car was 
a Buick. It had no little doors by 
the back seat, and we had to sit 
with our skirts tucked tightly und- 
er us for fear they would blow up 
in our faces. The acetylene lamps 
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were a great improvement on kero- 
sene. 

It may be a surprise to some to 
learn that the early endurance tests 
for cars were held on the hill going 
from Port Jefferson to Belle Terre. 

In the early days of cars I mo- 
tored with a friend from New York 
City to Philadelphia, stopping for 
lunch in New Brunswick — a trip 
which was considered a good day's 
run. Roads were not marked in 
those days and you went by the 


blue book — turning a corner by 
a red barn, or a certain tree, or 
some other landmark — very much 


like the descriptions in the old 
deeds. 


Cauliflower Association 


The Long Island Cauliflower As- 
sociation, founded at Riverhead in 
1902, has since made cauliflower 
one of the island’s leading farm 
products. 








Village House 


Arts, Crafts, Americana 
Museum of the 
Oysterponds Historical 
Society at Orient, L. I. 


Open July 1 to October 31 
Tuesdays. Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 


2to5 P. M. Free Admission 


1 
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Date of Deposit 
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. compounded four times a year 
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joint savings accounts insured u 
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save-by-mail kit—we pay postage both 
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Suffolk County Federal 
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Babylon, N. Y. Smithtown, N. Y. 
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134 





JULY 1958 


Continued from Page 127 
low, scraggling form of arborvita. 
The flowers will be the color and 
character of scotch broom, the bush 
state parks are now using efficiently 
to stabilize slopes and banks. 

Everywhere are beach plums. 
They form great heaps of white, 
cream and pinkish flowers. Beach 
plums in blossom are always fas- 
cinating with their thick masses of 
flowers on jet black stems. I won- 
der how large a crop of beach 
plums will mature this year around 
Labor Day. The first half of May 
has been so very wet that the pol- 
lination of the blossoms has been 
tremendously hampered. It could 
result in a very poor set of fruit 
as the pollen needs dry warm days 
for dissemination; it is by no means 
moisture borne. 

By the way, I planted twelve 
beach plum pits in pots during 
October 1956 and bedded the pots 
in the garden. The seeds did not 
germinate in the spring of 1957 
and I left them alone. This spring 
all twelve have sprouted and now 
show three or four leaves above 
ground. Apparently beach plums 
require two winters to soften the 
seed shell sufficiently for sprout- 
ing. Beach plums are difficult to 
transplant and by growing them in 
pots I think I can set them out 
safely and easily wherever I want 
them. 


I saw some white violets bloom- 
ing in a cranberry bog. The violets 
had long stems and remarkably pure 
white flowers. Star flowers and 
May flowers appeared in wide 
patches, particularly the latter. They 
grow so dense in places that the 
ground is solidly green. The minia- 
ture lily-of-the-valley blossoms had 
not yet fully developed. Someone 
told of seeing dozens of mocassin 
flowers — lady slippers — but I 
could not find them. The ferns 
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POWELL 


Funeral Home, Inc. 
67 Broadway 


Amityville, New York 
AMityville 4-0172 





Monumental Work 








were unrolling and in that stage 
when the fronds are tightly curled 
and resemble the key end of a 
violin — fiddle heads. 

There should be a great crop 
of wild strawberries at The Pines 
for almost everywhere they were 
in full bloom. The strawberries 
seem to grow just as well with wet 
feet as on high, dry knolls, or in 
boggy soil as in sand. 

Many cottages had naturalistic 
plantings of daffodils and narcissi. 
The flowers were big and showy, 
indicating the site should be con- 
sidered suitable and agreeable altho 
there was not much more than some 
humus mixed with sand. 

I had one grand surprise. I 
came upon a group of native dog- 
wood! There were five or six 
trees growing close together and 
carrying a scattering of blossoms. 
The trees were in poor condition 
and having a tough time to survive. 
I had not expected to find dog- 
wood on the outer beach and would 
surely have passed these up had it 
not been for the flowering. 

Last winter’s storms have done 
slight damage to the ocean front at 
The Pines. I do not think a single 
dune has been reduced by the ocean 
cutting away the south side. There 
was no undermining of structures 
as at other more westerly com- 
munities on Fire Island. It seemed 
to me the beach was as full and 
wide as when I had last seen it 
in the fall of °57. 

The birds at The Pines — the 
land birds and the shore birds — 
can make another story. On the 
whole they were as curious of me 
as I was of them and they seemed 
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as willing to stare at me as long 
as I would stare at them. More 
about those birds another time. 

I hope I have another invitation 
to The Pines. I should like to 
spend a leisurely weekend there in 
the middle of the summer. I 
might not get much naturizing done 
for the stylishly and scantily at- 
tired residents would be a definite 
diversion. I'd bring you back a 
good story anyhow! 


Among our best and most inter- 
esting reading is the L. I. Forum. 
Mrs. Paul Hitzigrath Sr., Sayville. 
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Onthe Triangle A Mityville 4-1177 
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CURRENT DIVIDEND RATES 
Instalment Savings - 334% perannum 
Income Savings 
Optional Savings 

Savings made by 10th of any month earn from 
the Ist of that month. 
Savings insured up to $10,000 by the Federal Savings 
and Loan Insurance Corp., Washington, D. C. 


COLUMBIA SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


WOODHAVEN OFFICE: 
93-22 Jamaica Ave. 
Virginia 7-7041 
SAVE-BY-MAIL — POSTAGE PAID BOTH WAYS 


- 32% per annum 
- 314% perannum 


FOREST HILLS OFFICE: 
9 Station Square 
BOulevard 3-7500 
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ing on Orchard street became 
the Marmaduke Earle Memorial 
Chapel. 


The pastor, occupied for a time 
the old South street manse, but this 
building being almost beyond re- 
pair, an apartment was provided for 
the pastor's family in the recently 
erected building at 84 Orchard 
street. The South street property 
was sold in 1957, but the old Manse 
was not moved as had been sug- 
gested. It was entirely restored by 
the new owner, Oscar D. Summers, 
for use as a residence. 


The Church has a Bible Training 


death and the whale, 





Centre for the preparing of young 
men and women for the ministry, 
and also for the foreign fields. 
It is known as the Long Island 
Bible Institute and is located on 
the grounds. It has a good enroll- 
ment and there are many prospec- 
tive students making applications 
every year. 


Subscripticn Rate Notice 


Annual subscription to the Long 
Island Forum is $2 if paid in ad- 
vance. Where vouchers or other 
special billing must be used, the 
annual subscription rate is $2.50. 

Many public libraries, schools, 


Uarhose belly he was pre- 
cmerved;: and repentin 
Phe erie? unto the pe 4 
fand at the») of three 
‘days, at th: command 
of the Lord, the fish 
vomiied up Jonah ev 
mt land, oe 
n Persia, daring 
reign of king Ahasucras, 
P dwelt many Jews or le 


Early Sunday School Book 





JULY 1958 


municipalities, etc., eliminate the 
extra fee by paying the $2 rate 
from petty cash or other special 
funds. 


The article “Snowbound in 1888’ 
(by R. S. Abrams, in May Forum) 
was terrific. Hilary Corwin, Hunt- 
ington. 


We enjoy the Forum as it brings 
back memories of “good old L. I.” 
where we always lived prior to 
moving here six years ago. (Mrs.) 
Ivy L. Newins, Miami, Fla. 








Southampton Historical 


Museum 
Meeting House Lane 
Early American glass, china, tex- 
tiles, costumes, maps, records, In- 
dian relics. Farm implements, 
housekeeping utensils. One-room 
schoolhouse. Revolutionary barn 


with old ( ountry Store. Whale- 
ship logs, crewlists, etc., of east- 
era 1. I. 


THE HOLLYHOCKS 
South Main Street 


Oldest English frame house in the 
state of New York. Evhibition 
of hooked rugs and old quilts July 
and August. 


Open June 12 to Sept. 20 
Daily 11-5; Sunday 2-5 
Adults 50 cents; children 25 cents 




















Illustrated Cookbook 
to commemorate Bridgehampton’s 
300th Anniversary. Over 175 deli- 
cious recipes reproduced in original 
handwriting. Attractively illustrat- 
ed by local artists. Ideal birthday, 
other anniversary or Christmas gift. 
Benefit Bridgehampton Historical 
Society. Price $2, plus 15c mailing. 
Address Cookbook, Box 617, Bridge- 
hampton, L. IL, N. Y. 


trated. Postpaid $1. 








“Long Island W halers”’ 


By Paul Bailey 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 


Address LONG ISLAND FORUM, Box 805, Amityville 
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Meanwhile, during the flurry of 
activity in the surf, the yacht had 
made two complete circles, sails 
filling and flapping alternately and 
finally went plunging head into the 
set and south. Within a few minutes 
she was lost sight of in a rain- 
squall off shore and darkness was 
descending. She was never seen 
or heard of again although sharp 
watch was kept along the coast for 
several days. 

From the rescued man the craft's 
identity and that of her crew were 
gathered. The yacht had been laid 
up on the ways for two seasons, 
somewhere along the Jersey coast. 
She had been bought cheap, launch- 
ed and outfitted without a proper 
survey or preparation, and in spite 
of considerable leaking of the hull 
her amateur crew decided upon a 
cruise to Shelter Island. The water 
had gained in spite of the pump 
and frantic bailing, and sighting 
the lifesaving station, the rescued 
man had made an attempt to reach 
shore for either help or guidance. 
Why they passed the Fire Island 
station or did not attempt to run 
the inlet into the bay is hard to 
understand. 

According to Captain Baker, the 
photograph shown here was taken 








Country Life 


Rest Home 
MAIN STREET, Mt. SINAI, L. I. 
Phone POrt Jefferson 8-0863 
Elderly Guests Welcome 


Homelike Surroundings 
Spacious Grounds 


Good Food 
24-Hour Attention 


























Radio dispatched 
burner service— 
GULFTANE 
bottled gas— 
automatic fuel oil 
delivery 


LEWIS OIL CO., Inc. 
125 Meadow Rd. West 
Kings Park, N. Y. 

K Ings Park 2-9611 








SOLAR HEAT 
heating oi 








by a late-season cottager, who saw 
the event and rushed back to his 
house for his camera. 


An Unusual! Cookbook 


A well illustrated, uniquely dif- 
ferent cookbook is being sold by 
the Bridgehampton Historical So- 
ciety to commemorate the 300th 
anniversary of that village. Need- 
less to say, the 175 recipes con- 
tained therein well represent the 
brand of cooking for which east 
end housewives have long been 
noted. A pleasing departure from 
the usual cookbook is that each 
recipe is reproduced in the indi- 
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vidual sponsor’s handwriting. The 
recipes were collected from resi- 
dents and former residents of 
Bridgehampton, Sagaponack and 
Mecox. They include appetizers 
and beverages; meat, seafood and 
sauces; luncheon dishes; salads and 
dressings; breads, rolls and coffee 
cakes; desserts, pies and puddings; 
cakes and cookies; icings, fillings 
and candies; pickles and conserves, 
and “substitutes and equivalents.” 


The numerous illustrations are 
all by local artists. The 194-page 
book, attractively bound, sells for 
$2 plus 15c mailing and may be 
obtained, while the limited edition 
lasts, by addressing Cookbook, Box 
617, Bridgehampton, I. I. 
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FUR STORAGE 
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in simple language. 
pamphlet. Postpaid $1. 
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“THE GEOLOGY OF LONG ISLAND” 
By Robert R. Coles 
This limited edition of 500 numbered copies tells 


the complete story of the island’s geologic background 
A clearly printed, 


illustrated 


ISLAND FORUM, Amityville, N. Y. 
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Designs For Interiors 


Shown At Traphagen 


The reputation for glamorous 
careers which have been the re- 
sult of training in the Art and 
Clothing Departments of the Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion in New 
York—former students winning the 
Coty Prize, America’s most coveted 
fashion award, ,for four consecu- 
tive years—has been dramatized 
further this season by delightful 
room settings in 1958-1959 styles 
by the departments of Inte-ior 
Decoration and Display. 

The “East-West” living room pic- 
tured here, designed by Pat Reit- 
man, is color keyed by the shades 
of red, green and pale beige which 
predominate in the handsome ten- 
fold Oriental screen. Furniture in 
contemporary style combines beau- 
tifully with the screen and the 
fine brass-trimmed antique chest 
from Korea which is one of the 
more than a hundred old chests in 
the Traphagen collection. The 
chests which stand in various spots 
throughout the school not only give 
inspiration to students of Interior 
Decoration but foster knowledge 
and appreciation of fine furnish- 
ings in students of fashion, as well 
as housing approximately a thou- 
sand costumes. 

This room design was presentcd 
in the recent Annual Exhibition at 
Traphagen together with other de- 
signs for eve:y room in a house. 
Students carried through their 








Pickup & Brown, Inc. 
Post Odice Box 188 
BABYLON, L.I., N. Y. 


DE LUXE POCKET STAMP 








Carry this Pocket Rubber Stamp in your 
pocket or purse—avoid mistakes. 
Personalize everything. 


Pocket Stamp, complete with felt ink pad 


$2.00—postpaid 


Please print or type Name and Address below 
1. 
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problems in a professional manner, 
interviewing “clients,” noting pref- 
erences and _ personalities, and 
measuring actual rooms. For prac- 
tical experience they used some of 
the existing furniture in part of 
the rooms in their new decorative 
schemes. In at least one design, 
each student included the “price 
tag” professionally figured. The 
work was all the result of the 8- 
month intensive course in Interior 
Decor at Traphagen. 


The collection of rare old chests 
from around the wo-ld is a per- 
manent display, and additional ex- 
hibits of fashion art and design 
are on view now prior to the open- 
ing of the 6-week Summer School 
July 7. Visitors are welcome to 
drop in at any time at the Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion, located 
at 1689 Broadway (at 52nd St.), 
New York. 


Drought of 1899 


I just came upon a newspaper 
item about a very severe drought 
of 59 years ago—in June 1899 when 
from one end to the other Long 
Island fairly dried up, destroying 
vegetables and putting the inhabi- 
tants on water rations. 

John J. Krug, Elmont 
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Merchandising Eels 


Captain Eugene S. Griffing’s 
amusing letter, “Big Business in 
Eels”, in the May Forum, took me 
back a generation or more when 
two south side boys (including my- 
self) decided to flood the market 
with smoked eels. The smokehouse 
was a barrel into which we fed 
smoke from a hickory fire, some 
yards away. After preparing and 
salting the eels (which we speared 
through the ice of Great South Bay 
during the winter), we hung them 
across the top of the barrel (about 
three dozen to a batch) and after 
about five hours they were ready 
to sell. 

This we did by peddling them 
from house to house and it worked 
out pretty well. But one day we 
went skating, the fire went out and 
the neighborhood cats cleaned out 
our stock of partly smoked mer- 
chandise which ended our own 
Big Business in Eels. 

Arthur P. Dodson 
Little Neck 


Congratulations on twenty years 
for the Forum. Best wishes for 
the future. (Mrs.) Martha K. Hall, 
Lib arian, Huntington Historical 
Society. 














“The Island” 
By Robert Payne, M. A. 


This excellent, illustrated book on Lion 
Gardiner and descendants of Gardiner’s Island may 
be purchased at list price ($4.95) through 
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LIGHT FOR LIVING 
IN A BED OF ROSES 





Enjoy your flowers after sundown 


Now you can have more hours to stage your 
own private flower show. Plan the light so 
that you silhouette one bed and highlight 
another, so that you focus interest on 
special groups of blossoms or even change 
the color and effect of others. Over-all flood- 
lighting placed on trees or the house or 


Free copies of ‘‘Light For Living . . . 


garage will give unity to the whole garden 
vista, while special mushroom type reflec- 
tors will put the spotlight on blooms that 
are your greatest pride and joy. It’s easy. 
The methods are summed up in an exciting 
little book, ‘‘Light For Living . . . Outdoors.” 
Ask for your copy. 


Outdoors’ mailed upon request. 


For Your Copy, Write to: 
LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 
SALES DEPARTMENT 
250 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, MINEOLA, NEW YORK 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 











THE 
RENDEZVOUS 


in the Continental Tradition 
LUNCHEON — DINNER 


Private Banquet Room 
for Receptions and Parties 


Air Conditioned — Closed Tuesdays 
292 Merrick Rd. 
Phone AMityville 4-9768 


Amityville 














ZIKOLL’S 
Old Landmark Inn 


A place to relax — 

To dine at leisure in 

an atmosphere of yesteryear 
LUNCHEONS-DINNERS 


Closed Mondays 


845 Merrick Road Copiague 
Tels. AMityville 4-1383-9815 














Hunt’s Foster House 
(Established 1847) 
Banquets and Weddings 
Call SAyville 4-4181 
Dinners to 9 P. M. Weekdays 
10 P. M. Saturdays 


Closed Mondays. South Road 
off Montauk Hwy. Just South of 
Golden Eagle Monument, Sayville 














STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


CHapel 9-0248 and (night) 9-0891 
Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 








Farmingdale J 


Historic Orient 


Village House, the one-time home 
of historian Augustus Gr*in, in 
Orient, Southola town, will b> 
opened to the public from July 1 
fo October 31 on ‘uesdays Thurs- 
days, Saturdays and Sundays, from 
2 to 5. This fine old hc mestead 
Was acquired some years ago by» 
the local Oysterponds Historic 
Society and each year since th 
the number and variety of items 
in art, craftsmanship and Ameri- 
cana on display has increased. 

The first president of the society, 
George R. Letham, who now serves 
the museum as curator, or one of 
his several assistants is always on 
hand to guide visitors and explain 
the many items. There is no charge 
for admission. 











For the Sea Food 
Cosroisseur [t’s 
SNAPPES? 
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UAKDALE 
Phone SAyville 4-0248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 




















The Shoreham 


*‘On The Great South Bay” 
Since 1903 
Specializing in SEA FOOD 





Special Luncheons Daily 
Foot of Foster Ave. Sayville 
Tel. SAyville 4-0060 
CLOSED MONDAYS 














“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 
Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 





HARBOR LIGHT 
RESTAURANT 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 
Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 
AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 


Dawes Avenue 
and George Brown Plaza 


Amityville (East) 











GIL CLARK’S 


Maple Avenue Fish House 


L. I.’s FAMOUS 
OYSTER and CLAM 
BAR 


Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore 
Margaret E. Clark, Gilbert M. Clark 


Tels MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551 




















CARMAN-DUNNE, Inc. 


Civil Engineers—Surveyors 
Grayview Building 
2 Lakeview Avenue, Lynbrook 


Tel. LYnbrook 9-5563 




















OLSEN’S 


Famous for Smorgasbord 
Carman Rd. and Old Sunrise Hwy. 
EAST MASSAPEQUA 
Viking Room for 
Weddings and Banquets 


AMityville 4+-9899 MYrtle 1-9614 























HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATES 


GARDEN CITY, L.I., N. Y. 


Catering For 
Special Functions—Clubs—Churches 
School and Civic Organizations 


PYramid 9-8073 


111-7th STREET 


Industrial Feeding—In-Plant Cafeterias 


Ploneer 7-3355 


Special Dinners 
Coffee Break Service 


Ploneer 7-5760 




















